
June 17, 2009 

 

Howard Weiner 

Principal 

Miami Palmetto Senior High School 

-----__-_-___-_-- 

_--_-_---_--_--- 

 

Via e-mail: _-__-___--__----__ 

 

Dear Principal Weiner: 

 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) was shocked—just as you must have been—

to learn that a former Miami Palmetto Senior High School student, Tyler Weinman, has been 

accused of mutilating and killing at least 19 cats across South Miami-Dade. I am writing today 

to offer, as a gift from PETA, virtual-dissection software and other non-animal learning 

methods to permanently replace animal dissection in the school's curriculum.  

 

A Miami Herald article indicates that Weinman had previously dismembered cats in Lynn Evans' 

anatomy course at Palmetto High. While Evans states that ''[d]ecades of people in the anatomy 

field have started with dissecting cats," we would like to point out that many animal abusers, 

murderers, and serial killers also start out by dissecting animals in school. The likely connection 

between classroom cat dissection and Tyler Weinman's cruel acts outside school should not be so 

easily dismissed.  

 

Researchers have found that classroom animal dissection can lead to insensitivity, emotional 

hardening, and callousness toward animals and nature.
1,2,3

 Additionally, research has shown that 

witnessing cruelty to animals—as dissection could certainly be described—is associated with a 

greater likelihood of committing violent acts against animals.
4
  

 

You may also be aware of the well-established link between animal abuse in adolescence and 

subsequent violent behavior toward humans.
5,6,7

 For example, serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer 

attributed his fascination with murder and mutilation to classroom dissections. In the last 

interview before his death, televised on Dateline NBC, Dahmer stated, "In ninth grade, in biology 

class, we had the usual dissection of fetal pigs, and I took the remains of that [pig] home and kept 

the skeleton of it, and I just started branching out to dogs, cats." According to Dahmer, he 
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enjoyed the excitement and power he experienced when cutting up animals and fantasized about 

cutting up a human body. 

 

This disturbing cycle of violence can be curtailed by instilling respect for animals in students at 

Palmetto High. A good place to start is to provide them with humane science lessons in place of 

lessons that teach students to treat animals as "objects" that can be used and abused at will.  

 

You may be aware that across the board, studies have shown that non-animal learning methods 

teach biology as well as—and in many cases, better than—animal-based methods.
8
 In addition, 

many students find them more enjoyable to use, and these methods can save schools time and 

money. Based on these studies, the National Science Teachers Association amended its position 

statement last year to approve the use of non-animal methods as replacements for animal 

dissection. Concerning the cat dissections currently conducted in Ms. Evans' anatomy course, two 

recent studies have shown that having students create clay models of body systems actually 

teaches human anatomy better than dissecting cats.
9,10

 

 

May I hear from you regarding our offer? I can be reached at _--_-_--_-___-_ or ___-___-____. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Justin Goodman, M.A. 

Research Associate Supervisor 

Laboratory Investigations Department 

 

cc: Lynn Evans  

Alberto M. Carvalho  
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