The recent media spotlight on dogfighting reminds us of society's callous disregard for the
suffering of animals and disrespect for sentient beings. We hope that Mr. Vick is not a product of
this insensitivity that runs through our society.

Whether through the Hip-Hop Summit Action Network, the National Action Network, the
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), or People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA), we believe in being agents of social change who responsibly and proactively fight the
war against poverty and injustice and against ignorance and cruelty. Our battle must extend to
those innocent animals who literally have no voice or choice.

It does us little good to prosecute just those who are famous and allow people across the country
to continue to commit these hideous crimes.

We are hopeful that authorities will take the appropriate action against anyone found guilty of an
atrocity as serious as dogfighting, and we will evaluate and monitor the prosecutors and judges
responsible for protecting the innocent and helpless. Every animal has the right to live without
fear and pain. It is our job to do whatever we can to ensure this basic right for all animals, and
we intend to do just that! Let's give law enforcement and animal welfare professionals, who are
on the front lines of battling violence and cruelty in every form, our active support in their quest
to elevate our society.

Today, we sound a clarion call to all people: Stand up for what is right, and speak out against
what is wrong. Dogfighting is unacceptable. Hurting animals for human pleasure or gain is
despicable. Cruelty is just plain wrong.
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