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Trinity Christian Academy 501 FRONT ST.

800 Hammond Blvd. NORFOLK, VA 23510

Jacksonville, FL 32221 757-622-PETA
757-622-0457 (FAX)

Dear Mr. Lindstam: PETA.org

Info@peta.org

PETA is the world’s largest animal rights organization, with more than 1.6 million
members and supporters dedicated to animal protection. We have recently been inundated
with calls from Jacksonville-area residents who are deeply upset by the incident
involving a biology teacher who intentionally fed a live rabbit to a python in front of
students at Trinity Christian Academy. Video footage of the rabbit’s demise is currently
circulating on the Internet.

The fact that snakes hunt and eat other animals for survival in the wild is no excuse for
this sorry spectacle. The domesticated rabbit used by the teacher was deprived of what
any prey animal has in a natural setting: the chance to escape. The little black rabbit had
no way of defending herself; she was grasped tightly and deliberately held in front of the
python in order to "bait" the snake. Far from being an "educational experience," this
demonstration only taught the students that it is acceptable to be cruel to others and take
pleasure in watching them suffer and die. In this era of school shootings, lessons of
compassion and empathy have never been more crucial. Violent spectacles—such as this
one—have no place in the classroom.

We urge you to make humane education a priority at Trinity Christian Academy. We will
be sending you a free copy of Just Choices, a humane education program for middle- and
high-school students. Just Choices encourages students to explore new ideas and
reevaluate old ones while developing a strong understanding and appreciation of
historical and contemporary social justice movements. Through this program, students
learn how their actions affect others, and they become inspired to take on social issues
with passionate civic engagement. The program reinforces reading comprehension skills,
civic responsibility, and analytical thinking and reasoning. It also meets U.S. national
standards for education in several areas.

Please let us know what measures Trinity Christian Academy is taking to ensure that
similar incidents of cruelty do not occur on school grounds in the future so that we can
inform our members. | would welcome the opportunity to discuss this case further with
you. | can be reached at 757-622-7382.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Bell, Cruelty Caseworker
Domestic Animal Issues & Abuse Department
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