
 
November 14, 2007 
 
Mr. Daniel Levinson 
Inspector General 
Department of Health and Human Services 
330 Independence Ave 
S.W., Room 5250 
Washington, DC 20201  
 
Via mail and facsimile to 202-401-3196 
 
Re: Misuse of biodefense funds for chimpanzee antibody production 
 
Dear Mr. Levinson, 
 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) sent the enclosed letter to Dr. 
Zerhouni, Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), to express the concerns of 
our 1.8 million members and supporters over experiments being performed at the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease (NIAID). We ask that you launch an 
investigation into NIH’s failure to honor the Animal Welfare Act in allowing this 
redundant experimentation on animals and the misappropriation of potential biodefense 
funding. 
 
PETA has learned that chimpanzees are being used to produce antibodies against several 
pathogens for which successful immunotherapeutics already exist. 1,2 Because several of 
these pathogens are classified as potential bioterrorism threats by the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC),3 critical biodefense funds are being misdirected towards 
these redundant efforts. In fact, funding from NIH, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), and the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has 
already directly contributed to the development, manufacturing, and stockpiling of 
several of the available, non-chimpanzee based immunotherapies by other researchers.4-9  
 
The NIAID researcher’s assertion that this work is necessary because chimpanzees allow 
more “flexibility” than human volunteers1 is undermined by the fact that many of the 
FDA-approved therapeutic antibodies, including those against the very pathogens on 
which these researchers are focused, are from humans.10,11 The antibodies being produced 
by NIAID are neither novel nor necessary since effective therapeutics have already been 
developed without the use of chimpanzees. In a specific example, two companies have 
already been contracted to supply human-derived Anthrax immunotherapeutics to the 
Strategic National Stockpile,4 and three other companies have human derived or 
humanized Anthrax antibodies in clinical trials3.   
 
There is a clear ethical and scientific need to halt this extraneous experimentation so that 
more chimpanzees do not suffer and biodefense funds do not continue to be funneled into 
this misguided approach.  
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I look forward to hearing from you on this important matter. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Douglas, PhD 
Regulatory Testing Division 
 
 
Enclosure: NIH letter 
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