
 
April 2, 2008 
 
Harry Rider, Board President 
John Harbert, Commissioner 
Teddy West, Commissioner 
Pike County Courthouse 
100 E. Second St. 
Waverly, OH 45690-1301 
 
1 page via fax: 740-947-5065  
 
Dear Commissioners Rider, Harbert, and West: 
 
I hope this finds you well. PETA—the world's largest animal rights organization, with 
more than 1.8 million members and supporters—is dedicated to the humane treatment of 
animals. Our office has been contacted by area residents who are extremely disturbed by 
reports that Pike County Assistant Dog Warden Marty Acord, who was convicted of 
cruelty to animals, might retain his position at the county dog shelter. We urge the 
Board to take immediate steps to ensure that Acord is relieved of any current or 
future animal-related duties.  
 
WBNS 10TV News reports that photographs taken by the Pike County Humane Society 
at Acord's property "show animals living in filth and soaked in mud and their own waste. 
Some of the animals were without water, while others have water that looks unsafe for 
consumption …." The photos reportedly prompted local authorities to file cruelty-to-
animals and neglect charges against Acord. One neighbor reports seeing dead animals on 
Acord's property and has reported the violations more than once "over the years." 
     
Keeping dogs in cruel and inhumane conditions is a violation of Ohio state law. The 
conditions shown in the photographs are not only illegal but also inhumane and 
unacceptable by anyone's standards—especially when such alleged acts are committed by 
a public servant entrusted with the care of the county's animals. Apparently, Pike 
County's court officials agree, having sentenced Acord to one year of probation, a $100 
fine, and most importantly, ordering him not to own animals for six months. As you 
might know, the public looks to their local animal control agency for answers to animal 
care concerns. Acord's conduct and insolence sends a dangerous message.  
 
We urge you to ensure that Acord never will be reinstated as county dog warden. 
Allowing him to continue working as a dog warden is comparable to allowing a drug-
enforcement officer convicted of dealing heroin to continue working as an agent. We 
urge you to act quickly—animals' lives might depend on it.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you regarding this urgent matter. Thank you for your 
time and attention. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Brown, Animal Sheltering Advisor 
Cruelty Investigations Department 

 


